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M5. DONNA SI LVERBERG Let me turn to
Stan Filler. Everybody with me here? |Is this al
right? Just take about nine minutes here for these
guys and get back to questions and answers then. Cet
to all your questions and testinony. Thanks.
MR. STAN FI LLER: Good eveni ng.
Menbers of the Federal Caucus, my nane is Stan Filler
and | amthe Mayor of Sitka.
I would Iike to wel cone you to our
beauti ful comunity and thank you for the opportunity
to offer a few comments about the inportance of Kking
sal mon fishery.
| am aware that you are considering actions
to assist the Snake River fall Chinook which have been

listed for protection under the Endangered Species

Act .

I want to give you sone sense of how
further restricting Alaska fisheries will affect
Sit ka.

When you | anded at the airport | hope what
you first inpression was, besides the beautiful area,

is that this is an island. And job opportunities are



23

24

25

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

extrenely limted when jobs are lost in Sitka.
Di spl aced workers just can't go to the classified

section and go to work.

In the past the tinber industry played a
much larger role in Sitka, and since the downturn in
the sector our comunity has been challenged to
diversify to continue a strong econoni c base.

Tonight we are in a neeting right now doi ng
just that.

I'mvery concerned that you are considering
action which will further linmt fishing opportunities
to Sitka. The comunity is nore dependent than ever
on taxes, revenue and incone that the fishery bring to
it. Last year 576 Sitkans fished |linited entry
permts, 565 Sitkans bought crew memnmber |icenses.

Commi ssion fisheries as a whole returned $449,545 in
total raw fish taxes to Sitka, and an equal anpunt
went to the state general fund.

188 of the linmted entry permts were for
sal ron power troll and those trollers grossed over
three mllion dollars for their catch. Those earnings

are distributed throughout the community of Sitka.



20

21

22

23

24

25

10

11

12

13

14

15

In addition the power trollers, 120 charter
licenses were issued and close to $400, 000 of city
sal es taxes were paid by the guided anglers.

Their charter vessels and clients support
the restaurants, fuel docks, nmerchants. The increased

nunber of planes allows for nore fresh fish harvested

by the comrercial guys to be shipped out so that
people like you in the Pacific Northwest can enjoy
t hem and your restaurants.

Fishing for king salnmon is a mgjor part of
Sitka's econony.

I would also like to point out that our
econony is your economny as wel |

Many of the anglers who visit Sitka are
resi dents of Washi ngton and Oregon. About 15 percent
of the power troll permts are held by Pacific
Nort hwest residents. Preserving recreation and
commerci al king sal mon fishing opportunities in Sitka
doesn't just benefit this town. It benefits the
entire Pacific Northwest.

The city of Sitka has nade substanti al
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i nvestments to foster health of the fishing conmunity.
O harbors are the largest in the state. The harbor
staff operates at city expense. There are two nmjor
and several smaller sal non processing businesses
operating here as well as a public cold storage on
city property.

Recently the city of Sitka contributed
$400, 000 to the Medue jie Chinook Project in order to
i ncrease the nunber of king salnmon return to the Sitka

area.

Could | get a minute of ny friend s tinme?

| know that it is your job to apply
protection to the listed stock, but | feel that
current restriction on the Chinook catch as agreed to
under the Pacific Salnon Treaty will provide increased
return to your rivers in future years.

This spring 134,000 king sal non returned
above the Bonneville Dam That's the best return you
have had since 1977. And a direct result of the new
treaty fishing patterns.

Wil e your returns are already increasing,

we are struggling with the tightest restrictions we
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have ever had on our fisheries.

Under this new treaty agreenent at the | ast
year's abundance |l evels all sports anglers are limted
to one fish bag Ilinmt, and the trollers are fishing at
extrenely reduced | evels.

The Board of Fisheries also adopted a new
provi si on which would allow area closure in order to
keep the guided anglers harvest within limts
specified by the new treaty and the state allocation
policy.

Such a closure would affect Sitka or any
ot her comunity where it was applied, greatly. W are

facing real hardships and uncertainty in the conduct

of our king salnon fisheries under the existing
regul ations as they are currently being applied. Any
nore reduction will be very deeply felt.

In the last ten years southeast trollers
i ncomes for Chinooks have dropped 70 percent, from
12.5 mllion to 3.7 mllion

When you understand that 400 power trol

permt holders, over half the trollers that fished in
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the entire southeast region |ast year deliver here in
Sitka, you can quickly appreciate how the health of
the fishery affects this community.

|'ve got a lot nore to say, but, if you
coul d just imagi ne southeastern Al aska as part of your
own comunity, because you conme fromlarge towns, and
| talked to you earlier tonight, and it's no different
than being in the University District or sonething,
trying to protect your neighborhood. Because | view
sout heastern Al aska as a whole region, as just a big
nei ghbor hood.

You know, when | try to explain it to ny
friends down south, | say southeastern Alaska is not a
place, it's a state of mind, because we all protect
one another up here. And it's very inportant, and the
fisheries are very inportant to everybody in this

area.

And | thank you for your tine and | hope
you nake the right decision.
Thank you.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very

much.
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Denton Pierson, if you would like to cone
up, and Ray Nielson, Jr., are you here? Ckay.

You will be up next, Ray.

MR. DENTON Pl ERSON: Thank you. My
name is Denton Pierson. | ama nenber of the city of
bureau assenbly. However, | amnot here as a
representative of the city or the assenbly, because we
have not voted on this issue.

But what | can tell you from persona
experience is that | went to college in Oregon in
1975.

We knew about the problem of nitrogen
super-saturation on the Colunbia River stocks 25 years
ago. And yet here we are, year 2000, and we stil
don't have a solution for it.

The problemwi th those fish is essentially
an Oregon, Washington, and California problem

It didn't escape ny attention that when the
tower went down on New Year's Eve out in Eastern

Oregon, Burbank went dark. This is an Oregon,

Washi ngton, California problem You need to fashion
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an Oregon, Washington, and California solution. You
don't need to take it out of the hides of commercia

fi shernen, sports fishernmen, and subsistence users
that have nmade use of these stocks up here | ong before
t hese damages were ever built.

So, you shoul d be | ooking at solutions down
south, not up here. Don't take it out of the hides of
our users here.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG  Thank you,
Dent on.
Ray N el son. Are there any other elected
officials in the roomthat | should know about? Ckay.
MR. RAY NI ELSON: Thank you. Wl cone
to Sitka. My nane is Ray Nielson, Jr. | amthe
secretary for Alaska Native Brotherhood Canp Nunber 1
| also sit on the A and B Subsistence Committee, Sitka
tribal of Alaska, customary traditional comittee, and
I hold a subsistence seat on the advisory comrttee.
| am a nmenber of the Sitka tribe.

And to all citizens of Sitka, we are
desi gnat ed subsi stence users under the federa
scenario. Native and nonnative alike.

So | speak for both sides. Because Sitka
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is designated rural community. And it is in our best
interests to support the dam renoval .

Subsi stence is putting food on the table.
Custonmary, traditional enconpasses food, plus our
practices and our uses. Regardless of which user
group we are a part of, we want to see that the wild
stocks of the Snake River continue to thrive.

When we go fishing, you know, we cannot
target any particular species. W are out there to
catch fish, put food on our table.

The endangered and threatened species both
are a significant danger to awful us.

Sooner or later it is going to inpact us.
We are not the problem whether we are sportsman or
conmer ci al fishernen.

Now, this is inportant to us. W have been
harvesting, harvesting the fish, taking it honme to
eat .

Many of our people becane comrercia
fishernen.

Now we urge you to listen to our testinony
and put it in the books, that we are here, we are not
the problem but we would Iike to be part of the
sol ution.

Thank you.
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MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG  Okay. Thank
you, Ray.

And thank you to our elected officials for
runni ng out on the City Council and coming to join us
here tonight.

At this point what I'd like to do, |I've got
a couple of questions here for the Panel

(Questions were asked and answered).
MR PETER ESQUI RE: My nanme is Pete
Esquire, which culture association, General Manager,
| ocated here in Sitka.

We are a nonprofit sal non enhancenent
organi zati on that was created about 20 years ago by
the comrercial salnon fishermen, fishing in northern
and sout heastern Al aska.

For those of you who don't know, every
fisherman in this room has supported this organization
with 3 percent of their total gross value of your
catch for the last 20 years.

About 10 to 12 years ago when we, whenever,

you know, the treaty tal ks began and Al aska fi shernman
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started being called upon to have their catches
reduced for various reasons, we thought, up in our
Board of Directors, decided that we had better start

getting into the act of producing nore king sal non as

10

wel | as other species of salnmon for our fishernen to
continue to catch

The fishermen in southeast Al aska here
cannot afford for you to even be thinking about the
option of reducing the Chinook catch in southeast
Al aska anynore.

We have virtually invested nillions of
dol l ars of every fisherman's noney here, buil ding
hat cheri es, building projects and prograns that
produce Chi nook salnon for us to catch in near
term nal zones.

Qobviously we can't catch all of the fish
that we produce right at the -- right in front of the
hat chery doors, but we need to be | ooking for these
routes that these salnon are taking on the way back to
the hatchery so that the fishernen can have the
opportunity to catch them

If the fishernen of Al aska here in
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sout heast are to take another cut in their quota, it
would virtually | eave us no fish available to catch
while trying to access even the fish that we have
produced at our expense.

So | would hope that, now, this is really
not an option that you take seriously. | nay be

m ssing sonmething, but it seenms to nme that there's a

11

very comon sense way of approaching this. If 80
percent of the problemof fish survival is, you know,
down there with the dans, then they should be
responsi bl e for 80 percent of the solution. Not us up
here that is, what is that percentage, .02 percent?
That's our responsibility. And |I think we have nore
than fulfilled that here in Al aska.
Thank you.
MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
Pet e.
Steve, is it Refenstuhl?
MR. STEVE REFENSTUHL: Ref enst uhl
You woul dn't have done any better if |I would have

printed.
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MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Okay. Great.
So Steve, you are going to be followed by Steve
Ranp, and then followed by Eric Jordan, | believe it
is.

MR. STEVE REFENSTUHL: M nane is
Steve Refenstuhl and | amrepresenting an organi zation
out of Astoria, Oregon.

We are an organi zation consisting of

Col unmbi a River public fishernen fromall five zones.
Fi sh processors and market consuners and the genera

publi c.

12

Qur three fold purpose has remai ned
constant for decades, and all issues surrounding
sal mon i ncludi ng recovery and stewardship. W take
active advocacy roles in |legislative and agency
fishery deliberations.

We are pledged to ensure the continued
livelihood of the Colunbia River and its responsible
use between treaty native nations, recreationa
fi shernmen and comercial interests.

The current debate regardi ng how best to

recover endangered runs of Snake River sal non stocks
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has gal vani zed opi nions along the entire length of the
maj estic Colunbia. Certainly future inpacts to

st akehol ders in the eastern basin w shes to support
fair mnded and equitable resolution in the spirit of
cooperation and conpassi on.

Qur nenbers know all too well the
devastating inpacts brought about to famlies and
comuni ties when short-sighted political decisions and
broken promi ses are inposed upon any segnent of the
river's people.

As we reflect upon the debates that
occurred during the public and political process prior
to the construction of the four Snake River dans, it

is clear that salnon for all remain largely silent.

13

We had accunul ated wi sdom of the
controlling fishery agencies woul d sonehow be able to
protect upriver salnon during in-streamnigration
despite the devastating effect of the dans. W relied
upon the opinions that failed to take into account the
i ssues such as thernal degradation, in spite of our

know edge that these animals depend upon very specific
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tenperature range to prosper

Upon rel ease of the all H docunents,
harvest feature with the equal wei ght as hydro,
habitat, and hatchery practices.

After all, the fishery conmunity, tribal
public and private has been so heavily restricted and
controlled that it should be obvious to the |east the
i nformed observer that the harvest approach w thout
further action in other areas is sinply inadequate to
base the daminduced fish nortality.

In practical terms, focused on harvest is
the only H that has been inplenmented and tested.

The Tribes know this. The fishery industry
knows this. The Corps of Engi neers and the NMFS woul d
be di si ngenuous to deny the obvious. Salnon for al
offers its sport to this community will be asked to
make sacrifice to save sal non through the best option

that currently exists. That is, breaching the four

14
speci fied Snake River dans.
And t he conmon purpose of the healthy
harvest of all, it is unconscionable to do nothing, or

to delay inplenentation of the best avail able strategy
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to return upriver salnmon to sustainable |evels.

We will support prograns at public expense
to mtigate inpact on the people of the eastern basin
caused by the dam breachi ng.

Thank you very much.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Steve

Steve Ranp, followed by Eric Jordan,
foll owed by Bill Paden.

MR. STEVE Ranp: Good evening. W
nanme is Steve Ranp and |'m here to tal k about the
federal Caucus All-H paper.

I'"'m not here representing commercia
trollers and | don't represent a charter organi zation
I"'mjust a Sitka resident who enjoys going out and
sport fishing for kings with ny friends and famly.

I counted six tinmes this evening that the
panel stated there were no proposals on the table for
harvest reductions in southeast Al aska.

I counted another six times that the pane

stated that harvest reductions in southeast Al aska are

15
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one of the options that you are considering in your
st udy.

Let's not m nce our words, whether it's an
of ficial proposal or an item under consideration.

If you weren't considering harvest
reducti ons here, you wouldn't be here getting our
comment .

It's the dams on the river that are killing
t he sal non.

Al askans have paid nore than their share of
dues over the years for these fish.

And I'd Iike to share an analogy for you to
ponder. Let's imagine if you had a blocked artery in
your heart that was nmeking it difficult for blood to
travel upstreamto your brain. You go to two
di fferent doctors for opinions on howto fix your
nmedi cal probl em

The first says to fix the problem you nust
operate on your heart and renove the bl ockage in the
artery.

The second one says that since your bl ood
travels all over your body and a few of your bl ood
cells do get stuck in your little toe, he wants to fix
your problem by cutting off that toe.

Wi ch doctor do you want operating on you?



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

16

Thank you.
MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
St eve.
Eric Jordan, followed by Bill Patton,
foll owed by Deborah Lyons. Eric? Oh. |'msorry.

MR. ERI C JORDAN: My nane is Eric
Jordan. And | really want to thank you for com ng,
and | really appreciate the exceptional ties that you
have there.

First I'ma life-long Al aska resident. |
have a resolution froma group | work for 1'd like to
read real quick and then nake a coupl e persona
conment s.

A resolution supporting partial renmoval of
the four Lower Snake River dans.

Whereas the mission of the Al aska Marine
Conservation Council is to protect the health and
diversity of our marine ecosystem

and whereas habitat is a primary objective
of the Alaska Marine Conservation Counci l

and whereas the Snake River sal non habit at
is a crucial part of the Chinook sal non,

and whereas since 1981 Chi nook sal non

harvest in southeast Al aska has been reduced to
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protect the health of salnon runs adversely affected
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by dans on the Col unbia and Snake Rivers,

and whereas scientific data indicates
sout heast Al aska fisheries are responsible for only
one quarter of 1 percent of the total nortality of the
Snake River fall Chinook

and whereas scientists estimate up to 95
percent of the nortality of the threatened Snake River
fall Chinook occurs at danms on the Snake and Col unbi a
Ri ver,

and whereas the diverse nenbership of the
Al aska Marine Conservation Council, many of whom are
right here in this room all share a common i nterest
in assuring a |long-term abundance of wild sal non,

and whereas the Al aska Marine Conservation
Council joined with the Al aska Governor Tony Know es
in calling for conmtnent to save passage of salnobn to
and fromtheir spawning habitat in the rivers of the
Paci fic Northwest, Canada and Al aska,

now therefore it be resolved that the

Al aska Marine Conservation Council in order to protect
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wi | d sal non and support Al askan fishermen, supports
the partial renoval of the Ice Harbor, Lower
Monunental , Little Coose, and Lower Ganite dams on
the Snake River. The fish is our chairman.

Speaki ng personally, | want you to | ook at
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those pictures that | gave to you. And the reason
brought those is to convey the joy that pursuing king
sal ron and these magni ficent wonderful creatures bring
to us, and also to comruni cate that what you're doing
here with all your economcs and a |ot, even though
you're trying to be sincere, our obvicating the issue
here.

This is not an economic issue. This is
largely a spiritual issue. Wiether we as hunans are
goi ng to nake the tough decisions, now that we have
| earned that we have nade ni stakes with our
technol ogy, and have destroyed the habitat of those,
that great species, are we going to nmake the tough
deci sions, the spiritual decisions to share the earth
with thenf

Take out the dans. Change your habits.

Reduce your power consunption in the Northwest.
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Thank you.
MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
Eric.
Bill Paden, followed by Deborah Lyons,
foll owed by Bert Bergman.
MR. BI LL PADEN: Good evening. For
the record I'mBill Paden, and | have lived in Sitka

for 35 years. |I'ma salnmon troller and a board nenber
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of the Northern Southeast Regi onal Aquaculture
Association, and |I'm al so chairman of the Sitka Fish
and Ganme Advisory Committee.

Toni ght however |I'mtestifying for nyself
and for nmy famly.

| ammarried to an Al askan native and we
have two children and four grandchildren living here
in Sitka.

We have fished for sal mon nost of those 35
years, both commercial and sport, and al so
subsi st ence.

' mamazed that additional cuts could be

consi dered for the southeast Al askan trollers. W
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have already | ost nonths of our general sal non season.
We have | ost |arge areas of our coast due to perceived
hi gh Chi nook abundance. And have had severe cuts in

t he nunber of Chinook retention days so that now we
count our sumrer Chi nook season in days as opposed to
weeks, whereas in the past nonths.

The southeast troller catches a very snall
nunber of Snake River Chinooks. Any nore cuts to our
harvest of Chinooks will make it difficult, if not
i npossible, to continue trolling as a fam |y business
and as a way of life.

| see this as a Northwest regional problem

20

where we as southeast trollers have little nore to
offer to solve the habitat and dam probl ens of the

Col unmbi a and the Snake require drainages.

Thank you.
MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Bill, and sorry for nispronouncing your

namne.
Deborah Lyons, followed by Bert Bergnan,
foll owed by Rich Davis.

MS. DEBORAH LYONS: | have sone
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overheads. Do you want ne to go later, at a break?
MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Yes. Bert
Bergman, followed by Rich Davis, followed by Any
Ski | br ed.
MR. BERT BERGVAN: Hello. M nane is
Bert Ber gman.

I would first Iike to thank you guys for
coming to Sitka, and | was wondering, you guys nust be
the guys that drew the small straws to cone to Al aska.

I'ma comercial troller in southeast
Al aska. |'malso a menber of a seafood producers
cooperative, one of the largest fishing co-ops in
operation on the West Coast. W have a plant here in
Sitka. W have about 350 individual fishernen that

are trollers that are nenbers of our plant. And we
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have a big inpact on the | ocal econony in the region.
I"'malso a famly fishermen. | have had
four generations of Bergmans that have been trolling.
And our roots actually are out of I|lwaco, Washington,
whi ch for those of you who know, it is at the nouth of

t he Col unbi a River.
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So this issue is not an entirely new one to
me. It's actually been in our household for all four
generations, since they started building dans on the
Colunmbia River. And | would try to imagi ne the anount
of tinmes that our fam |y has been in these particular
heari ngs about will the dans jeopardize fishing.

And there was the question back in the '40s
when they first started building them And at the
time everybody's inpression was, and what the
bi ol ogi st canme down and told everybody, these dans are
going to be no problem The fish are going to cone
back every year and it's just going to be |ike you
woul dn't believe it, we are going to have hatcheries
and the fish are going to go on for ever.

Now here we are in the year 2000, we have
suddenly di scovered |ike, whoops, they night go
extinct, and it's kind of |ike wake up, it's been
going on for a long tine.

And | think you' ve got a little bit of

22

regi onal flavor here already, about what this fishery
means to our econony.

And Pete Esquire made some good points
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about how we use our king salnmon in the summer to
harvest our legitimte Al aska ki ng sal non and/ or
regi onal coho fishery, which is primarily |oca

st ocks.

And this is an inportant part of our
fishery because, now, it helps deal with the nortality
probl em

You ki nd of asked us to speak to the
regi onal aspect of the problem | think that's kind
of what is really at the heart of the matter here,
because when you add up the effects of the jetties and
the sand bars with birds on themthat come from out of
state and by diking up the sides of the river that you
can make farmfields out of them and then reducing the
genetic diversity and then how is that going to, how
are you going to have a base that's going to | ast
t hrough poor ocean cycles, which has happened down in
Oregon and Washington for the |ast 20 years.

We have seen marlin off the coast. |
really don't think it's going to happen nyself
personally. | think it's kind of like pie in the sky.

But if you were going to try to do

23
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sonmet hing for the Snake River fish, you are going to
have to take out those dams, because no other solution
is going to come close to it. And it is going to be
hard for the region to face up with, because for the
nost part they are all hydro junkies and dependent
upon where the noney cones from you know, and
obviously we are going to speak with the sane bang up
here.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thanks, Bert

Rich Davis, followed by Amy Skil bred,
foll owed by Ral ph Guthrie.

MR. RI CH DAVI S: Menbers of the
Federal Caucus, welcome. | amRich Davis. | ama 35
year resident of Juneau, Al aska.

| have been a salnmon fisherman for the past
32 years. Depending on which of these 32 years you
| ook at, one-third to one-half of ny annual inconme was
comi ng fromthe king sal non.

My wife, three children and | depend
conpletely on fishing incone. M w fe and ol dest son
are licensed to work in Alaska's conmercial fishermen.
One in 20 Al askans is licensed for hands on commercia
fishing industry invol venment.

Nunber s approach one in ten for coasta
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conmuni ti es of Alaska, |ike Sitka, Ketchikan and
Juneau.

It is ny sincere hope that your caucus wil |
not initiate efforts to reduce Al aska's king sal non
harvest. Snake River fall king salnon are only
one-hal f of one-tenth of 1 percent of this region's
ki ng sal non harvest.

The alteration of any of this region's
fisheries will result in social and economni c turnoil
for us. And next to no net savings of Snake River
fall kings.

Solution to preservation of Snake River
fall run king salnmon lies solely in the restoration of
spawni ng and referring habitat, ensuring passage for
mgration to sea and renpoval of nonindi genous
predatory fish species fromthe river that nust serve
as the incubator and nursery for the endangered
ki ngs.

The sal non produci ng capacity of the
Col unmbi a River waters were forsaken years ago in favor
of industrial developnment. Unless the effects of the
drastic waterway alterations and chronic habitat

degradation are reversed, there is no way in our nind
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sust ai ned.
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Pl ease do not presune that changes to
Al aska's king salnon fisheries will yield you any
conmponent necessary for recovery of endangered Snake
Ri ver kings.

I reconmend you preserve their DNA and
store it.

Sadly, the continuing |ack of efforts
toward river restoration my have al ready dooned these
sal non.

Pl ease hurry back to Washi ngton, |daho, and
Oregon, and get busy.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
Ri ch.

Ay Ski |l bred, followed by Ral ph Guthrie,

foll owed by Bill Foster
MR. AMY SKI LBRED: Hi . Good evening.
My name is Amy Skilbred and | amrepresenting the

Al aska Departnment of Fish and Gane.
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Wel come to Al aska and thank you for the
opportunity to comment here and in the other three
towns that you are visiting.

Fish and Gane fully supports the fishernen
and fishing communities of southeast Al aska and

believes that they nmke significant sacrifices for
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Snake River fall Chinook recovery.

We have reviewed the federal docunents and
have the foll owi ng conments.

On the John Day drawdown, Fish and Gane
reviewed the sunmmary and arrived at a very different
concl usi on than the Corps.

We believe Phase Il should be undertaken
that the Corps has greatly underesti mated the possible
benefits of a drawdown. Fish and Gane biol ogists
bel i eve benefits could be significant enough to deli st
the Snake River fall Chinook

We al so further request an extension of the
comment deadl i ne because the study is not yet
avai |l abl e.

Second, as to the Corps' DEIS on the Lower

Snake River. Fish and Gane, based on its revi ew of
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the docunents, the Corps' own assessnent, and the U S.
Fish and Wldlife Service recomendati ons, believes
that the alternative that will provide the npst
benefits for endangered sal non and offer the best
chance to restore fish populations is the natural
river drawdown, establishing a river ecosystem

As for the technical fix alternatives, the
study shows that after 20 years of transport, the

transportati on has not worked sufficiently and al so
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think the Corps itself said that addi ng nore
transportation is not likely to do a | ot because we
are already transporting a lot of the fish.

For the 4-H paper, Fish and Gane agrees
with the concept that harvest, hydropower facilities,
habi tat restoration, and hatcheries, all have a role
to play in recovery of the Col unbia and Snake River
sal mon.

Al ternative B, the harvest reductions
alternative, however, will not recover Snake River
sal mon, but would greatly affect all southeast Al aska

fi shernmen, commercial, charter and sport.
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Under the alternatives, the harvest could
be cut fromb50 to 75 percent, but fall Chinook will
not recover and this will do nothing for spring,
sumrer Chi nook, steel head or Sockeye, where harvest
rates are already negligible.

Fi sh and Gane manages fisheries in Al aska
as to assure the long termhealth of the fish
popul ati ons, the people of Al aska expect us, in fact
we depend on it.

We take this responsibility seriously. |If
we believe that any reasonabl e additional conservation
nmeasures by the Departnment of Fish and Game were

wanted to ensure the recovery of Snake River fal
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Chi nook, we would step forward to hel p.

Fish and Gane's position regarding the
recovery of Snake River salnon is clear. Alaska's
fishernmen are already doing their part. NWS agrees
that the scientifically harvest reductions put in
place with the 1999 Pacific sal non treaty agreenents
are sufficient.

Furthernmore Fish and Game back scientific

findings denonstrating that the best option for
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recovery of Snake River sal non includes renoving the
earthen portions of the four |ower Snake dams and
restoring habitat and increasing water flow

We do stand by our statenment in the mailer
saying that 50 to 75 percent is being |ooked at,
whet her you call it an opening, a proposal, an
alternative, it's being analyzed and | ooked at.

So t hank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very

nmuch, Any.

Ral ph Guthrie, followed by Bill Foster
followed by R W, | believe it is Cranston or
Cranst en.

And just a remi nder, if you've got witten
comments that we can include with the oral testinony,

we'd really like to do that.
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MR. RALPH GUTHRI E: Good evening. W
name i s Ral ph Guthrie. | have been fishing since
1941. Wien | was six years old, | went out with ny
grandf at her, and | have been on boats ever since, been

trolling since 1961 right after | got out of service.
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| did this, there are sonme poens, a prayer,
and each of you guys should read that prayer, because
it has to do with how peopl e should be |ooking at the
spiritual aspect of the salnon that has been so
i mportant on the West Coast of the United States for
as many thousands of years as peopl e have been on the
coast and clear to the Mdland, Mntana, the Sioux
woul d come on their horses to do salnon on that river.

One problem | really have is the dans
because the man that founded the Sierra Club and the
man that founded the Water Conservation Act debated
what woul d happen to the salnon, and the man in the
Sierra Club said, what are you going to do with these
fish?

You guys all know what happened to the
fish. But that water becanme so precious for dust
farms to rai se potatoes on, that there was no
consideration for the longevity of a very beautifu
mracle on your river.

So I"'min favor of taking those danms out.
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But without the rearing areas, that water is going to

be pretty hard for survival
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Five years down the line you' re going to
get sone rearing area, how are you going to get the
fish there?

The other part, | was down at East Bay
hat chery and they were releasing fish, they call them
zeros. That they were dunping themin the bay before
they were ready to go into the bay.

And that's what your transporting system
| ooks to ne that is happening, where the survival rate
is down. Those fish need to swimdown that river and
be ready for each phase of the river, and you're not
giving it to them

I would Iike to see you remove all the
dans, but that's not going to happen. But that's
where |'m at

Thank you, and | hope that your decision
remenbers the sal non.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Ral ph.

Bill Foster, followed by R W Cranston, |
think it is, followed by Keith Nyitray.

MR. Bl LL FOSTER: Thank you very much

for comng to Sitka. |If you are a first tine visitor
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I hope you conme back and see it on a really nice day
someti ne.

Anyway, 23 year Sitka resident, now retired
after 10 years in the guided sport fishery. | would
rather use restoring those four dans than breaching
them For sone reason that sounds better

Anyway, |I'min favor of retiring the four
dans.

But what | really want to talk to you about
tonight is Pacific Salnon Treaty.

Since 1991 | have been involved in the
treaty, representing recreational fishing on the
Al aska northern panel

I don't know where you were on January the
20t h, 1994, but | know where | was. | was in a dingy
conference room at the Sea-Tac airport Hilton, and at
that time there was a small group of Canadi ans and
U.S. representatives tal king about Chi nook sal non.

At about one o'clock in the afternoon the
Canadi ans got a call fromthe hone office in Vancouver
and wal ked out. They al so stood us up the next week
in Portl and.

The reason | nention that is since that
time, for the last six years, and Larry's very

famliar with this, we have net for hundreds and
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hundreds of hours, and just |last year recently we
finally cane up with an agreenent.

And | guess the way | feel is, for working
for six years to come up with an agreenent, finally
based on abundance, that tinkering with the U.S.
harvest at this tinme is just unacceptable.

Thank you.

M5. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,

Bill.

R. W Cranston, followed by Keith Nyitray,
foll owed by Elden Saultman, | think it is. Cranston?
Al right. Keith, are you here?

MR. KEI TH NYI TRAY: No need for the
bell. [1've got it right at three m nutes.

Good evening. M nane is Keith Nyitray and
I am here to speak in favor of habitat restoration and
dam renoval in the Pacific Northwest to rebuild
endangered sal ron and steel head stocks.

| have a degree in environnmental resources
managenment, and over the years none of the past issues
have ever threatened so many Al askan residents to such

a direct degree as the possible proposals to cut
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sout heast Chi nook harvests by 50 to 70 percent for a
period of up to ten years.

The listing of the Pacific Northwest sal non
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and steel head stocks under the ESA was an action
| oudly appl auded. However overdue that action may be,
it is still better |ate than never.

Fortunately, scientific study, one agency
finding after another, has determ ned the
overwhel mingly main cause for the drastic decline in
the region's sal non stocks have been danmaged,
reservoirs and habitat | oss.

Scientifically the solution to the problem
is easy. Tear down the dams and take better care of
the region's habitat. |It's the political solution
that scares the urine out of ne.

| stress that over the past several decades
the people and industries of the Col unbia, Snake River
Basi n have enjoyed the econom c benefits of massive
ti mber harvesting, federal dam construction projects,
cheaper electricity and cheaper transportati on costs.

As the econony boomed and the sal non stocks
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declined, it was easier for the regional nmanagers to
finger the blane el sewhere, to the conmercial sal non
fishery.

Since the 1970s Al aska has continually
shoul dered the econom ¢ burden, a |oss of hundreds of
mllions of dollars, to an ever increasingly

restricted fishery.
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It's time for the people in the regi on who
caused the problemto shoul der the burden for fishing
it.

Tear down the dans.

Various studies indicate that the
hydr opower dans are responsible for 80 or nore
percentage of the downstream and upstream sal non
nortality, whereas the same studies indicate that |ess
t han one-quarter of 1 percent of migrating Snake River
fall run Chinook sal non are caught in southeast Al aska
wat er s.

Restoring the salnon runs is a scientific
no brai ner.

Tear down the dans.

The economic cost of renoving those dans is



16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

11

a cost that would be borne by nmillions of the region's
residents, residents who have been enjoying the
benefits of those dams for decades. To a few tens of
dol l ars per person. Whereas the cost of putting
sout heast Chi nook harvest woul d be borne by relatively
few Al askans living and fishing in southeast and who
have never benefited fromthose dans.

Such a cost would result in numerous
fi shernmen, tourism operators and busi nesses being

forced into econom ¢ hardshi p or out of business
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entirely.

VWere is the fairness there? It's all too
easy to make a deci sion which would adversely i npact
Al askans as opposed to the powerful voting
constituents of the Northwest.

| am afraid that the Bonneville Power
Admi nistration will be agai nst damrenoval s as an act
of self-justification, an inability to share the
bur den.

Even though Al aska's fisherman have

continually borne the burden of trade-offs under the
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past and present salnon treaties, we will once again
be put out for dry for the m smanagenent of another
regi on.

| ask you to fix the problemwhere it lies.
Tear down those dans.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very

much, Pete.

El den Saul tman, foll owed by Paula Terrel
foll owed by Robert Schell

El den, are you here?

Al right. Paula Terrel, followed by
Robert Schell, followed by Kris, | think it is

Bal liet.
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MS. PAUL TERREL: You caught me a
little bit off guard. | didn't expect nmy nane to be
called this soon.

My name is Paula Terrel. | ama troller
I have been a troller for 22 years in southeast
Al aska

| am addressing, | guess just start from

the top, | am supporting the breaching of the four
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Snake River dams, and | am al so asking that there be
no further reductions in our salnon fishery up here.

And as sonebody al so said, there is no,
don't care whether you call it a proposal or an
option, on page 50 of the harvest of this
conservation, it deals with possibly a 50 to 75
percent cut in our fisheries.

So | don't care what you call it, we are
going to be inpacted in that happens.

Sonmet hing that hasn't really be addressed
is we have taken cuts, trollers, we have taken cuts,
we have taken a | ot of cuts over the |last 20 years
actually. But especially since the salnon treaty has
cone into effect.

We are not taking the cuts because, you
know, there's a problemhere. W are taking the cuts

because of what is happening with the Snake River fal
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Chi nook run.
We are supportive of conservation efforts.
We are not greedy. W are here to try and help as

much as we can, and so we have taken cuts, we have
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limted entry, we took a full cap of | think 300, 000
fish in 1980, we have got the salnobn treaty, and in
1999 with the new treaty agreenent, we have now taken
SOMe nore cuts.

We have been told that the intent was that
under the ESA, if there were nmore cuts required, they
woul d not penalize Alaska. So we can't take any nore.

| recognize that there are a | ot of people
in the lower 48 who are very concerned about what dam
breachi ng would do. And | understand that.

Whether it's real or perceived, |'m not
concerned with that. It is a problem

But the dans are a problem And | guess
what |'m saying to you is, the federal governnent
created them breach the dans, and if it requires
mtigating, either with nmoney or with other ways of
hel pi ng people in the lower 48 that m ght be hurt,
then do it.

But don't conme to us for it. But do help
them because if they need it, they should have it.

We're not out to put the burden on anybody
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el se' s back.
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That's all | have to stay. Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
nmuch, Paul a.

Robert Schell, followed by Kris Balliet,
foll owed by David Turcott.

MR. ROBERT SCHELL: My nane is Bob
Schell. | have been a comercial troller since 1967,
and nmenber of seafood producers cooperative since
1972.

| am here to testify as both an individua
and as board chairman of SPC. CQur cooperative has 372
menbers hol di ng Al aska power troll pernits.

In 1980 Al aska trollers received their
first federally inposed quota from NMFS of a little
over 300, 000 ki ng sal non.

We were told at that tinme that if we
sacrifice now, that in three cycles we would be
fishing an additional 100,000 king salnmon. W should
have been at a 400, 000-plus level in 1992.

What we have today is a quota of
approxi mately 100,000 fish less than the origina
quot a.

Qur conservation over the past 20 years has

resulted in no stock rebuilding the | ower 48 Kking
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sal mon runs that we were told would benefit from our
reduction in harvest.

Further reductions in Alaska will produce
the sane results.

In 1980 the menbers of Seafood Producers
Cooperative saw the conpl etion of a cooperative cold
storage plant in Sitka. This undertaking resulted in
personal financial sacrifice for each nenber. This
i nvest ment was based on the production of troll king
and Coho sal non.

The production of king salnmon into our
cooperative has declined significantly since this
pl ant was built, despite the fact that our menbership
has tripl ed.

The federal promise of increased king
sal non catch opportunities has not naterialized. And
the viability of many nmenbers snmall business
opportunities has been placed in jeopardy.

The statistics speak for thenselves. The
billions of dollars spent on the Colunbia River sal non
have produced no results.

The reason for the failure of past
practices is well docunented. The only way the

upriver stocks are going to increase and not continue
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Partial dam breaching with increased water
flow and restoration of habitat are the only
solutions. Any action less than this is nerely repeat
of past failures and the visiting of hardship upon
those who have had minimal effect on the stock
deci mati on.

Al aska's sport and comrercial fishernmen
have done their part. Go back home and i npl ement
t hose neasures that have been docunented as having
positive outconmes for these upriver fish.

Thanks for your tine, and for coming to
Al aska so we can be heard.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Bob.

Kris Balliet, followed by David Turcott,
foll owed by Mark Moats, followed by a break.

MS. KRI'S BALLI ET: Hello. M nane is
Kris Balliet. | amthe Al aska regional director for
the Center for Marine Conservation. Center for Marine
Conservation has regional offices throughout the

coastal United States, and Al aska i s our newest
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of fice, being 18 nonths ol d.
We have 120, 000 nmenbers throughout the
U.S., almost 1,000 of those nmenbers here in Al aska.

Center for Marine Conservation joins 700 other
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nati onal and regi onal organizations in endorsing and
encouragi ng you to renove those dans. Those dans
don't meke sense.

The Center for Marine Conservation's
m ssion is healthy wild oceans filled be abundant
life. That includes adult sal non.

Here in Al aska the science backs us up when
we say our fishernmen are not overfishing those sal non.
It's those dams and your science says so.

The problemis the dams, and only through
renmovi ng those four |ower Snake dans will these sal non
recover the health harvestable |evels and historic
abundance.

The 700 other regional and Al aska and
nati onal organizations include Al aska Marine
Conservation Council, the Center for Marine

Conservation, Alaska Trollers, National Wldlife
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Federation, Trout Unlimited, American Rivers,

Sout heast Al aska Conservation Council, Colunbia River
Intertribal Fish Conmission, Alaska Center for the
Envi ronnent, Al aska Long Line Fishernen Association,
linn canal conservation, M dnight Sun Chapter of Trout
Unlimted, Tongass Sport Fishing Association, Earth
Justice Legal Defense, Federation of Fly Fishers, The

Mount ai neers, Natural Resource Defense Council
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Nort hwest Ecosystem Alliance, Northwest Sport Fishing
I ndustry Associ ation, Pacific Coast Federation of
Fi shermens Associ ation, Pacific Rivers Council, Save
Qur WId Sal mon, Taxpayers for Comon Sense,
Washi ngton Trollers.
The |ist goes on and on. Thousands of
peopl e are saying, those danms don't nmke sense. W
need you to take them out.
Thank you.
MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Kris.
David Turcott, followed by Mark Mbats.
MR DAVI D TURCOTT: My nanme i s Dave

Turcott, and | apologize, | only represent nyself at
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this noment.

I want to thank you for including southeast
Al aska in the public process of taking testinony
concerning the renmoval of these dans on the Snake
Ri ver system

I'"'ma 37 year resident of the state of
Al aska. 30 of those years have been spent in
sout heast Al aska, nostly in Sitka.

I have trolled for salnmon comercially from
Washi ngton to southeast Al aska since 1958.

I have been teaching in Sitka since 1970,
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nost of that tine has been spent teaching nmarine
bi ol ogy and ocean science at Shel don Jackson Col | ege.

I was the organi zing president of the
Nort hern Sout heast Aquacul ture Associ ation and
coorgani zer of the Al aska Trollers Associ ation.

This forumis encouragi ng because it
addresses the issue of habitat restoration as a step
toward rebuil ding the depressed Chi nook sal non
popul ati on on the Snake River system

The solution to this problemis not backed
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by any statistical validity. Southeast Al aska
trollers have the data to show that a tiny percentage
of their catch is conprised of Snake River Kkings.

One cal cul ation even indicates that it
takes a troller in southeast Al aska over 40 years to
catch one Snake River king sal non.

Qur troll fishery has taken progressive
cut backs in the king sal non catch over the past 20
years to the point where the sunmer season is limted
to only a few days.

We in Al aska feel that we have done nore
than our share to pay for the habitat destruction in
t he | ower 48.

Habitat is the key to any organization to

succeed. Wth salnon, the only way their fresh water
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habitat can be effectively restored is on a watershed
basis. Dropping the dans on the Snake is a | ogica
first step in this process but the entire Snake
wat ershed will have to be studied if restoration of
the area is going to be fully effective.

You are on the right track but have a |ong

way to go.
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Congrat ul ati ons.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you
very nuch, Dave

Mar k Mpat s.

MR, MARK MOATS: Howdy. Thanks for
bringing the nice weather. And | see you guys have
got a Sitka suntan fromall of this roasting going
on.

| am Mark Mopats, a power troller here for
27 years, and | have got my own axe to grind tonight,
not for anybody el se.

And | guess as a concerned citizen and as a
fisherman, it's discouraging to see a real |ack of
cohesion and unity anong all the federal agencies and
state agencies in the Colunbia River Basin on a
concerted king sal non nmanagenent pl an.

It's like everybody's going in a different

direction and scrapping over little crunbs of the pie.
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Nobody's sitting down and maki ng the pie bigger for
everybody. At least that's the way |'mseeing it

her e.
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I'"d like to see a little nore conmon sense,
alittle nore unity, a little nore commn ground
anongst you guys, all of you guys in the | ower 48,

Col unbia Basin, like let's see if we can cooperate and
make a bigger pie to start with, and one of those |
woul d say is getting rid of sonme of these dans, too.

And anot her one, too, is naybe sonme sort of
practical triage, like let's have a conmon sense
approach, let's save the runs we can save and give up
on the stuff we can't, from an econonic standpoint.

| nmean, nobody wants to bring red sal non up
to Ketchum Lake in Northern Idaho. But let's
concentrate on the [ower stuff on the Lower Col unbi a,
| ower Snake, where we can.

That's all |1've got. Thanks, guys.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG ~ Okay, Mark.
Thank you very much.

Al right. At this point let's take a ten
m nute break, get sonme fresh air.

After the break we will start with Debra
Lyons. Debra will be followed by Carl Dom nicks, and

Carl will be followed by Marty Rerund.

46
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So ten minutes, and we will start right up
If you have got questions for these guys, you can ask
them but please renenber, they are human and they
m ght need to go to the room next door.

(Short recess).

MS. DONNA SILVERBERG. W are going to
begin with Debra Lyons, go to Carl Dom nicks, followed
by Marty Renund, followed by Sherry Tuttle.

MS. DEBRA LYONS: My name is Debra
Lyons, and | amon the board of directors of ATA now,
and | was at the treaty with Bill Foster,
represented trollers down there, and | guess the worst
thing of being a troller at the Pacific sal non
conmmi ssion neetings is finding out you have cancer at
t he sal non commi ssi on neeti ngs.

But that's all cone along real well. W
survived the treaty and we are going to survive this
process as well.

I want to focus specifically on the harvest
rate changes we made in our fisheries under the treaty
agreenents. They should not only satisfy ESA
consi derations, but they should also satisfy any
future recovery plans that may be drafted.

Hi storically there was a base period of the

treaty, 1979 through '82. The catch in the Al aska
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fishery is 332,665. The negotiated ceiling was
263, 000.

That's how we started the treaty that
Al aska woul d keep their catches down to that | ower
I evel and help rebuild the stocks.

The troll portion of the harvest during
that base period, that's our historical average catch
When abundance was at 1, Alaska trollers were
harvesting 283,535 fish. And we're going fast.

Now, what's happened under the performance
of the treaty and under the new | etter of agreenent
managenent that started in 1997, and under the, that
is probably not |arge enough for you guys in the back
to see, under the new '99 agreenent, that green bar is
the troll portion of the Al aska harvest. The blue bar
is the total Al aska harvest.

And you can see that in no year other than,
say, 1991 and '90 does it get back up to our historic
average catch

And | guess I'Il junp all the way to the
punch line. Three minutes is not very |ong.

What | want you to understand is when we

negoti ated this agreenent, we made real reductions
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fromthe letter of agreement. And what we have ended

up, are our harvest rate reductions.
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What | want you to | ook at is when
abundance is 1.1, Alaska's fishing at a 52 percent
harvest rate reduction. That's under the current
treaty managenent.

So your wish for 50 percent reduction,
whether it is an option or not, has been satisfied
under this treaty agreenent.

When stocks rebuild, we go up to less of a
harvest rate reduction.

What |'d like you to notice here, we can
i ncrease abundance by 90 percent under this agreenent,
and we are still reducing our harvest rates by 35
percent from our historic averages.

So there's nore detail on this in ny
witten coments.

But that's why we have the attitude, we
have gi ven enough, we've given a lot, and we'd like to
have our contributions to the health of all of the
st ocks that swi m down the coast recognized.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thanks very
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nmuch, Debra.
Carl Doninicks, followed by Marty Remund,
foll owed by Sherry Tuttle.
MR. CARL DOM NI CKS: H. M nanme is

Car| Dom ni cks. I ama fishernen here in Al aska.
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| caught ny first king salnmon in the
Col unmbi a bar in 1963 and | have been chasing them ever
si nce.

The thing |I found bizarre about this is
this fish is found endangered because of the genetics,
and the genetics are caused fromwhere it is now or
where it's been or how it got there over the years.

At one tine we were, we were covered with
ice here. So all king salnmon up and down the coast
evidently canme from one pl ace.

So the king salnmon we are catching in
Al aska all the way up to Bristow Bay evidently cone
fromthe sanme stock that these valuable genetic fish
up in the Snake River canme from

The thing that | have never been able to

find out is if all the sal non stocks were checked to
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see if this genetic marker was in any other stock. |
nmean, they have got stocks clear over to Siberia.

It could be, if you checked stocks up in
Al aska here, or even over in Siberia, there night be
all kinds of fish with this particular marker init,
and it's not endangered at all

If you haven't checked it, how would you
know?

The other point 1'd Iike to make is that

50

you guys that built the dans knew you were going to
kill the fish off, so | don't know why you are com ng
to us about it.
The fish, especially king sal non, are
vol tage sensitive. W are not tal king about a whol e
| ot of voltage. Everybody in here knows it. If you
have m nus vol tages on your boats, say, even a m nus
.5 volts DIC, the fish will just stay away from you.
And | have often wondered why they coul dn't
funnel the fish away fromthe turbines with sone kind
of electric grid. You just need it in the water. You
could put it in there with buoys and anchors.

And the voltage is so |low that you probably
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couldn't even feel it with your tongue anyway, because
I am handling the lines all the time with the voltages
on.

There is always voltage on the lines. |If
it's positive, the fish come toit. |If it's negative,
they stay away fromit.

So maybe this would be a way of funneling
the fish rather than putting themin these barges and
bar gi ng them down, you could funnel themto an area
that they would just swimdown the river, away from
the turbines.

Because all you're doing by barging them
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down t here, when they got down there, they haven't had

a chance to fight off predators, and there's just

sonmet hing down there with their mouth open down there

waiting for them when you dunp themin the water.
That's all | have. Thanks.

M5. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you

Marty Remund, followed by Sherry, | think

it's Tuttle. | think | was saying it wong earlier
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Fol | owed by Foy Nevers.

Marty? Marty, are you here?

Al right. Sherry Tuttle, are you stil
here. Geat. So Sherry is followed by Noy Nevers,
foll owed by G nny d ney.

Ms. SHERRY TUTTLE: H. M nane is
Sherry Tuttle. | live in Sitka and | own and operate
a 53 foot freezer troller. | direct market mnmy frozen
at sea product.

I have been involved in comercial fishing
since the md 1960s and have evolved into ny present
business in order to make ny return of my fishing
efforts and in turn return nmy contribution to the
comunity.

My business is now thriving and grow ng and

has a prom sing future. The only thing that stands in

52

my way is politics.

Sal es of king sal nron have conpri sed
approximately 50 percent of ny income for the |last few
years. Any reduction in king sal non harvest will
directly affect ny going business.

Pl ease al so renmenber that |limting our
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access to king salnon will ultimately limt our access
to coho as well.

If the danms continue to kill 95 percent of
the Snake River fall Chinook and the finger of guilt
continues to been pointed at the comrercial fishers
who i npact these fish Iess than 5 percent, the sal non
wi Il become extinct and so will the Alaska troller.

In addition the seafood consuner wll be
deni ed what has been becom ng recogni zed as the health
food of the nmillennium

| am here to ask you about the future of ny
business. | have a capital investnent of well over
$350, 000. My busi ness supports a famly of three and
enpl oys crew nmenbers on a seasonal basis.

If the dams remain in place and our fishery
dies, is the federal government going to pay ny bills?
Am | going to be conpensated for the sacrifices | have
made for the conservation of the Snake River salnon in

the past ten years? |s the federal governnment ever
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goi ng to nake good on the prom ses they nmade to

Al askans in 1985?
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When we signed the treaty in 1985 we were
assured that our sacrifices would produce an abundance
of harvestabl e sal nron by 1998.

Over the last 30 years Al askan trollers
have reduced catch and inconme to conserve Snake and
Col unbi a Ri ver stocks.

Fi sh seasons have been reduced from 160 to
11 days.

It is tine to stop the cal cul ated erosion
of our fishery and our livelihoods when there is
overwhel mi ng evi dence that we are not the problem

| believe we need to be biologically
responsi ble for the salnmon. The ESA is a good | aw and
shoul d be used to prevent the extinction of the sal non
st ock.

The sal non have nmoved cl oser to extinction
as have sal non fishers who have been nmade seen as
scapegoats. By beaching these dans you will take a
great step towards saving the sal non resource and
these fishery dependent southeast Al askan comruniti es.

The federal governnent needs to save the
wi | d sal nbon and conpensate conmunities adversely

affected in the process.
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Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
nmuch, Sherry.

Noy Nevers, followed by G nny QO ney,
foll owed by Gerry Hope.

MR. NOY NEVERS: Good eveni ng and
wel come to Sitka by the sea

My comrents are for the Federal Register
I live at 2618 Hal both Point Road in Sitka. M/ nane
is Noy Nevers. 41 years have been in Sitka.

| am an avid king sal non fisherman.

Tonight | represent the Sitka Sportsman
Associ ati on which has a nmenbership of approxi mately
350 avid king salmon fishing nmenbers. | serve the
association as the director on the Board of Directors.

At our February meeting the Sitka sportsnman
board passed by unani nous vote to help protect wild
ki ng sal mon runs, the partial renoval of the Ice
Har bor, Lower Monunental, Little Goose and Lower
G anite danms on the Snake River.

I have a side comment. On the subject of
bull trout that nobody has tal ked about yet. Up here
we call themdollys. W have |akes that have in
excess of a hundred thousand dollys in these | akes,

that when the ice goes off, come out to the ocean, and
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I think that we would be willing to trade you sone of
those dollys if you would be willing to not take any
nore of the sal non.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very

nmuch, Noy.

Al right. Gnny Oney, followed by Gerry
Hope, followed by M ke Bl ewett.

MS. Gl NNY OLNEY: My nanme is G nny

O ney, and | have been a salnon troller

Are you hearing a certain unaninmty of
opi ni on here?

| amfeeling a little superfluous. Quoting
fromthe Endangered Species Act, they thenselves cite
| and use and wat er devel opnent issues the primry
causes of the denmise of sal non.

We in Al aska have taken cuts for the | ast
20 years, as you are well aware, and certainly we are.
And we haven't managed to save the salnmon in the
Paci fi c Northwest.

We have, however, up to this date nanaged

to save our own.
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And so |'m saying that nore harvest
restrictions in Alaska would be ridiculous. And that

we definitely need to concentrate on habitat
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restoration.

And it's interesting, the Internet has
really changed the way we're doi ng business, and
think it will continue to do that in the future, and
perhaps that neans that our need for electrical power
wi |l be decreasing over tinme, and for that reason
along with many others, | really think it's tinme to
breach the damns.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
G nny.

Gerry Hope, followed by M ke Blewett,

foll owed by Howard Pendel |

MR. GERRY HOPE: Good evening. W
name is Gerry Hope and | am President of the Al aska
Nati ve Brotherhood Canp Nunmber 1, an organi zation that
was established in 1912 and has been in continuous
exi stence through today, and has been successful in

endeavors such as the devel opi ng an equal rights
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amendnent to the Al aska Constitution.

Normally | would try and race through three
m nutes and crush and cram as many words as | possibly
could, but I'"'mnot going to try and do that, although

| have testified many tinmes before in different

venues.
57
I would Iike to just say, in your own
publication, |I really appreciate the information of
the dwi ndling stocks. It shows ten to 16 mllion, and
then down to, what, five million, and then one mllion

around now.

I can only inmagi ne what the Al aska -- or
excuse ne, the Tribes in the Colunbia River Basin area
feel in that dw ndling resource of precious food. And
their spiritual connection, as we have witnessed the
same thing here in Al aska

And you have heard testinony about how
di fferent neasures were taken to conserve the catches
of sal non.

None of those have worked.

A and B has submitted a resol ution by
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previ ous person who testified for A and B, Ray

Ni el son, Jr., regarding resolution we passed, and that
is to urge President Clinton to renove the | ower four
Snake Ri ver dans.

We believe that this would have a
significant positive inpact and we really appreciate
you taking our testinony here in southeast Al aska.

And we woul d submit nore docunentation in the required
time as identified in your publications.

Thank you very much.
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MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you
very much, GCerry.
Okay. M ke Blewett, followed by Howard
Pendel I, followed by Paul O son
M ke? Howard? Okay. Howard Pendel |
foll owed by Paul O son, followed by Pat Kehoe.
MR. HOWARD PENDELL: My name is
Howard Pendell. | have been a comrercial fisherman in

Al aska for 15 years.
I have personal experience in many of the
cuts in our catch over the years in a vein effort to

save these fish, and now | would |ike to see you
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tackle the real problem the dans.

Thank you all for conming to Sitka and
listening to us. And thank you for bringing this
beauti ful weather

As it would happen, the Arnmy Corps of
Engi neers has recently conducted a study and rel eased
the results in what is called the sumary of the John
Day drawdown phase | study.

The John Day reservoir stretches for 80
mles. It is considered the nost lethal for
juveniles. Elevated tenperatures, delayed mgration
time and i ncreased predation all help turn the John

Day reservoir into a | ake of death.
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The WAl | eye alone are estimated to consune
400, 000 juveniles annually in the John Day Reach

Drawdown to natural river condition would
turn this death trap into 80 mles of excellent
spawni ng habitat, simlar to the Hanford Reach

It seens a reasonabl e assunption that al
sal mon stocks on the Col unmbia and Snake woul d benefit

substantially fromthis change in configuration.
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It goes without question that the dams can
and do deci mate sal non runs.

In the case of John Day, the Arny Corps of
Engi neers has deci ded to defend the position that
drawdown does not substantially benefit the listed
st ocks.

The Arny Corps goes even further into the
real m of unbelievability by stating with the John Day
drawdown t he Hanford Reach stock would |ikely decrease
in berms.

Yes, that's right. Not only did these fish
take a major hit when the John Day was built but
according to the Corps, will take another when it is
removed. O if it were renoved.

I would support a Phase |l study of the
John Day drawdown so the analysis by the Corps could

be i nproved upon.
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| also support the breach of the | ower four
Snake River dans.
Thank you.
MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very

much, Harol d.
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Paul O son, followed by Pat Kehoe, foll owed

by St ephen Shapp.
MR. PAUL OLSON: My nane is Paul

O son. | have been a commercial fisherman for 20
years. | grew up fishing in Washi ngton, ended up
nmoving up here. O course there is no fish left to
wor k on i n Washi ngt on.

| cane in fromfishing today. | would Iike
to say that | am kind of shocked that | would have to
come in and testify for an environnental ly sustai nable
fishery against a practice such as the dammation of
one's wild rivers.

But | am not shocked. The sal non have,
cul ture depended on them 100, 200 years ago or those
of you who fished them now.

I just quit smoking this winter, and |
t hought of an interesting anal ogy, because of the
cigarette conpani es have al ways sai d, snmoking does not
cause lung cancer. And | was reading a book called

Mountain in the Clouds by Brown, which anybody shoul d
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read that has anything to do with sal non managenent,
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and it's about what happened to the sal non.

He studied it for 50 years. And back in
the 1930's everybody knew the danms were going to
destroy salnon. | mean, people hired scientists who
woul d apol ogi ze and say this is not going to happen.

There is plenty of evidence. Fisheries
resources, he knew it was going on. But it's been
denied and it's continued to be denied.

And what happened basically was that people
made a choice. People nade a choice to devel op
i ndustry, people nade a choice to rob water out of the
Col unmbia River in order to stinulate agribusiness.

So they made a choice to kill forever Snake
Ri ver Chi nook, and now they expect to put those of us
who |ive in southeast comunities out of business
apparently to save one or two fish from being
i ncidentally nurdered by the dans.

That choi ce has been made. Unl ess people
want to breach the dans, which | do support. But |
think you need to take all the dans out actually.

Personally, if you really want to save the
sal ron, and whatever costs are involved with trying to
do that safely, | don't even want to think about. But

| think that's really what needs to be done.
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These rivers free throw ng nove sedi nent
around, that's what creates the salnmon and rearing
habitat. They need that. They just cannot function
wi thout that. They need free-flowing rivers.

And |ike salnmon and free-flowi ng rivers,
the economy here is kind of interdependent in ways
like that, too. And if you take away our right to
fish on our abundant fish, you're going to kill, you
know, the processors depend on it, and the restaurants
depend on it, you are going to turn southeast Al aska
into a ghost town area.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Paul

Pat Kehoe, followed by Stephen Snapp
foll owed by Ron Rau.

MS. PAT KEHCE: H. | am Pat Kehoe.
| have been commercial fishing in southeast Al aska for
19 years with nmy husband and two daughters.

Trolling is our lifestyle as well as our
means of making a living. W, like other people in
the comrercial fishing business, charter fishing
i ndustry, sport fishing, native conmunity and | oca
busi nesses, all depend on sal non as the backbone of

the coastal communities of southeast Al aska.
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We have been willing to sacrifice through
the years to help prevent damage to the sal non run
but all our sacrifices are meani ngl ess unless the fish
habitat -- fish have habitat once again.

Everything |I've read shows that breaching
t he Snake River dans and possibly the John Day Dam can
provi de the habitat that these fish need to have
heal t hy stocks agai n.

It has been shown other places and npst
recently |I believe on a tributary of the Sacramento
Ri ver that the salnon stocks are able to recuperate
well if the dams are breached before the stocks are
extincted.

It is your responsibility to see that
that's done now. You have the opportunity to do
sonmething really worthwhile for the salnon and for the
Paci fi c Northwest.

Breach the dans. And if you shuffle papers
too long the fate of the salmon will be your fault.

Thanks.

M5. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thanks a | ot
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Pat. Stephen Snapp, followed by Ron Rau, followed by
Robert Ellis.
MR. STEPHEN SNAPP: Good evening. |

would I'ike to wel cone the caucus, and thank you for
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taki ng our testinony.

My nane is Stephen Snapp. | ama troller
and a nenber of Seafood Producers Co-op, who has
al ready been introduced to you earlier this evening.

| have been a commercial fisherman for 25
years and put myself through college by working at a
cannery in Friday Harbor. O course the cannery is no
| onger operating.

| fished salnmon froma troller from
Monterey, California, to lcy Bay in the northern gulf
of Al aska.

M xed stock salnon fishery is managed, that
is, restricted, in order to mnimze its inpact on the
weakest sal non stock to be encountered.

I have seen fail ed managenent practices in
the form of zeal ous harvest restrictions force the
financial and culture bankruptcies of comunities

t hroughout the coasts of Washington, California,
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British Colunmbia. It is sad indeed to see once busy
vessel s, boat yards, fish process plants and harbors
sit idle, falling into disrepair

What has happened to these people and their
famlies? |If harvest reduction -- pardon ne. |If
harvest was the problem certainly these sacrifices

woul d have formed the solution, would not the weak
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stocks in the Col unbia have rebounded by now?

Ladi es and gentl enen, we nust address the
habitat question in a serious and expedi ent manner
before our options run out. Bold actions are
mandatory or failure is certain. Set a new precedent
and breach the danms on the Snake River and show what
habi tat restoration can do.

| suspect that nore than salnmon will
rebound, as birds, manmmals and invertebrates thrive
along this mgjor river.

Breach those dans.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you

very much, Stephen.
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Ron Rau, followed by Robert Ellis, followed
by Carter Hughes.

MR, RON RAU: H. M nanme is Ron
Rau.

I have been a troller for 25 years, like
many of us, and | would like to take this chance to
wel comre you to Al aska, hope you enjoy your stay
here.

I have nothing new to say. You have heard
it before. Except to reiterate that we trollers have

done our share of sacrificing. And | have no guilt
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feelings at all that we haven't done our part for the
conservation of the king sal non.

Now if | may, | would like to turn around
and address ny fellow Al askans, and you can take a
break or listen. But | want to read to you today from
the Sitka Sentinel here what the three stooges we send
to Washi ngton, D.C., have to say about this.

It was on the front page of the Sitka
Sentinel. Here cones Braberkowsky. Well, while
share their concerns about the |loss of fish runs,

we' ve reached a point where biologists tell you we are
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beyond the point of being able to renew the runs.
Now, the biol ogist that Braberkowsky has listened to
are from BP and ARCO, so maybe he is using the sane
ones.

Here is Ted Stephens. It is also a
qguestion of where the power will cone fromto repl ace
the dans, el ectronic generation. Were the noney will
come fromto destroy them Can you imagi ne Ted
St ephens worri ed about noney? Where the noney will
come fromto destroy them and whether the destruction
of the dans is the only nethod of protecting the fish
run.

Here is Don Young. Well, he doesn't say

much at all. He says, he isn't convinced that the
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dans are the problem Young says he is a flat out no
vote on the question of dam renoval .

So, you know, the thing that concerns ne
here is a |lack of concern on their part. There is not
even |lip service here for our situation. And it m ght
be, as the great phil osopher Pogo said, we have net

the enemy and he is us.
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Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
much, Ron.

Robert Ellis, followed by Carter Hughes,
foll owed by Linda Behnken, | think it is.

MR. ROBERT ELLI S: Robert Ellis. |
don't really know what to add. | think you have
received a trenmendous amount of information fromthe
peopl e here. They really have a good grasp of what's
goi ng on.

| started out working in Mchigan on a
stream that was being rehabilitated. And this was
several years ago now. But one of the things I'm
really pleased with fromall the people that have been

speaki ng here tonight is the enphasis on restoring

habi t at .
To my mnd if we preserved -- restore the
habitat and preserve it, that the fish will just about
68
take care of thenselves. It would be pretty hard for

overfishing to take place.
I lived in Astoria back in the late '50s,

and | went to a neeting, and | was working for the
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Oregon Fish Comni ssion then, where the managers had to
tell the fishernmen, sorry, no opening this period, the
runs are goi ng down.

And this was at a time when nost of the
bi ol ogi sts were convinced that we had the technol ogy
to get the fish up and down over the danmages.

And | think that what we've |earned in the
| ast 40 years is we did not have the technol ogy to get
the fish up and over the dans.

And | think that the people are correct
here who are saying, take the dans out, restore the
habitat, get back into the watersheds and do the
restoration in the tributaries that is needed. That's
where we should be putting our bucks.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
Robert .

Carter Hughes, followed by Linda Behnken,
foll owed by Rick MLean.

MR. CARTER HUGHES: Good evening. W

nanme is Carter Hughes. I|I'ma troller fromthe fishing
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village of Pelican, a town that was built on sal non
harvest .

| have made nmy living in the Al askan
seaf ood industry for the past 16 years and as a
troller for 12.

I cone before you to testify about the
renoval of four dans on the Snake River.

Okay. | support the renoval of these dans,
and restoring the habitat that was know ngly and
willingly destroyed when they were installed

And | will read a little paragraph from
this, as a case in point. The Pacific Coast states,
in the Pacific Coast states the encroachment of
civilization seriously interferes with sal non
resources. Anong the many unfavorable conditions
brought on by popul ation, industrial growth, the nobst
harnmful to salnon are pollution, deforestation,
irrigation diversions and dans.

Consequence. The outl ook for enlarging
sal mon resources in the Pacific states is not
prom sing. |ndeed they can be nmmintained at their
present subnatural |evel only by constant vigilance
and the utnost care.

This is a report fromthe Secretary of

Interior dated March 1, 1945, Fishery Resources in the
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United States.

So as everyone has been saying, this has
been known about for a long time. Yet in the '60s
these four dans, '60s and '70s these four dams were
put in place.

The fact of the matter is that if we didn't
exist, you would still have a problem Qur harvest
has been cut back periodically over the years, all to
no avail. And |ast year we took a cut of over 40
percent, or around 40 percent with the signing of the
new treaty.

Part of this new agreenent involves the no
j eopardy finding by NWMS.

Here in southeast Al aska we do not have a
ot of work alternatives. The 50 to 75 percent
reducti on would put me out of business, as it would
have a massive ripple into the Coho fishery as well

We don't get cheap power. W don't get
cheap oil even. You know, if this is shut down with
these types of reductions, we are basically out of
wor k here.

So anyway, | hope you go back to your
region and deal with the main cause of the problem

and renove the danms, but if not, | wi sh you would just
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get off our backs and let us get on with our |ives.
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Thank you very much for the opportunity to
testify, and that's all | have to stay.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thanks a | ot
Carter.

Li nda Behnken, followed by Rick MLean
foll owed by David Stark.

MS. LI NDA BEHNKEN: Well, ny nane is
Li nda Behnken. | have been a conmercial fisherman for
16 years. | amalso director of the Alaska Long Line
Fi shermens Association and | am speaki ng today on
their behalf. ALLF is a nonprofit fishing association
of approximately 100 nenbers who reside in Sitka,
Pel i can, Petersberg, Ketchikan, Upsnow, Port
Al exander, and cities and towns in the | ower 48.

Qur association has a |long history of
supporting conservation neasures, including reductions
in harvest, when indicated to preserve the health of a
particul ar stock or the health of an ecosystemin
gener al

We have supported cuts in the fishery,
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which is one of the primary targets of our association
of up to 50 percent off the coast here in the |ast
five years, because we recogni zed that as necessary to
rebuild those popul ati ons due to current |ow spawning

st ocks.
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However, in this case there is no
i nformati on to convince fishernen that any reductions
in our harvest would contribute to the rebuil ding of
Snake River Chinook.

I think fromthe information you have
presented it is very clear that the dans are the
probl em that your focus needs to be on habitat and
saf e passage.

As a nmenber of this panel said, extinction
is permanent. Certainly aggressive action is
necessary at this tine.

On behal f of our association, | ask that
you address the problem You breach the dans, nove
ahead with Phase Il of the John Day drawdown st udy,
and | eave Al aska fishernen al one.

Thank you.

M5. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thanks for
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testifying, Linda.

Ri ck McLean, followed by David Stark,
followed by I think it is Volney Smith. Okay. Thank
you. | will get it right next tine.

Ri ck McLean, are you here?

How about David Stark? Geat. Followed by
Vol ney Smith, followed by Charles WI ber.

MR. DAVI D STARK: I would like this
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to be relatively brief, since nost of the things that
| had to say have been said before.

I would Iike to qualify mnmyself by saying
I"'mnot a fisherman, commrercial fisherman, although
have had consi derabl e i nvol vement in subsistence
fishing throughout the state.

I would like to follow the rest of the
peopl e who have noted that the problens with the dans
have been well|l known, docunented, for the past 33
years that | have been in Al aska and before |I cane to
Al aska, and that as the dans were being made, and put
t oget her, everybody knew and has known that there were

problenms in terns of the sal non.
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And it seens to nme that in correcting the
probl em any panel is going to have to conme back to
habitat and to getting rid of the main problens of the
habitat reduction which in my opinion is the dans.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Okay. Thank
you very much, Davi d.

Vol ney Smith, followed by Charles WI bur,
fol |l owed by Paul Yanak.

MR. VOLNEY SM TH: Thank you, panel
for you com ng here this evening.

I will keep this relatively short. | think
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everyt hing has been hit on pretty nuch.

I have been fishing since 1970, raised a
famly. | have always wanted to have fish around, al
Al askans have been that way since | started fishing,

t hey have al ways thought of what's going to happen if,
and we have gone long line, linted fisheries, had
hat cheri es.

Qur stocks are in fine shape. The ones

that we are fishing on are nostly in fine shape. Even

| ast year there was a |lot of fish above Bonneville
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Dam which | guess a first for some tine. | don't
know why they were back, but we nust have had
something to do with it sonewheres along the |ine.
Maybe the Canadi ans were fishing on themto speak of.

Prior to the salnon treaty we had a
ten-year average of 325,000 fish. W have since given
up over 50 percent of those fish, for the sake of a
future. There is no nmore warm and fuzzy feeling with
what we are trying to do here.

I think you probably get that feeling, and
it is nothing personal. But | just cannot see this
getting any better, the folk in salnmon, until they
really address their problem

We have given, and here in Sitka there is

nothing else to do. W can't all work at the Forest
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Service and we can't all work for the governnment, and
we can't all be school teachers.

When the fishing shuts down now, and as you
heard Pete Esquire say earlier, we have a | ot at stake
with our own hatcheries, and if we can't even harvest

those due to nortalities on these extinct few, we have
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really got no reason to go on at all

And it's been said many tinmes tonight that
we know where the problemis, and | think you people
all know where the problemis, and there's not one of
us up here that hasn't given and hopes to straighten
it out.

But the truth is, it's not going to be
strai ghtened out up here, it has to be straightened
out down there.

Fish are very resilient and with very
little effort they will survive. And only man can
stop them Dans are not enough good habitat.

| like to thank you for letting me speak
this evening, and if you are in town and have got a
few minutes, want to see a state-of-the-art cold
storage, you mght go down and take a | ook at SPC down
there. You mght be very inpressed with what we have
done.

M5. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Thank you
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very rmuch.
Charles W/l ber, foll owed by Paul Yanak

followed by J. Erie.
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Charles? Paul? J. Erie. Followed by Seth
Bone, followed by John Sl ang.

MR J. ERIE: I didn't expect to be
able to do anything, so |I just brought at |east one.
| amJ. FErie.

| currently commercially fish for sal non
here in southeast Al aska.

| have another option, and it goes with
ocean survival. And if the outgoing salnmon nmeke it to
the ocean, they still have to eat and have shelter
fromthe larger critters.

The severe | oss of ocean habitat further
conplicates all the other fisheries managenent
programs that are currently in place along the United
States and Canada. But it's the cumulative
destruction of habitat and the mgajor reduction in
heari ng popul ati on over the |ast hundred years that
has al so contributed to the current crisis we are at
ri ght now.

This huge | oss of food and shelter for
growi ng sal non, | guess you know, the fact that they

need to eat when they get there.
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Sure, you can take danms out or not have the
dans out. But they still have to eat and have this
shelter. And the docunent, this here, | have tried to
| ook up old photos, but nost of the old photos are so
poor they don't show where old kel p beds used to be.

But with the huge herring reduction plans
that we had here fromthe '40s to the '60s, we took
away their foods, we built dans, we built hatcheries,
we shipped the food change, and then we expected to
sol ve the problem by bl owi ng up dans, not having up
buffer zone in Washi ngton.

What probably needs to be done is to set up
bi ol ogi cal refuses to allow redevel opnment of the kelp
beds al ong the coast and to also allow the herring
stocks to rebuild.

And | al so woul d consi der breaching the
four danms to be considered acceptable. And to
establish larger tree and buffer zones in Washi ngton
and Oregon.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Great. Thank
you very nmuch for the suggestions.

Seth Bone, followed by John Slang, followed
by Robert, you are the | ast one on the sheet, Edered?

MS. SETH BONE: Thank you. Thank you
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for com ng here

I would just like to say, | ama charter
fisherman, and | own a busi ness that books up 15 other
| ocal charter fishermen. | amnot an expert on a | ot
of the issues here, but |I know fromour industry's
perspective, that if we were to face a 50 to 75
percent harvest reduction in Chinook, it wouldn't just
mean that we would nake | ess nmoney, it nmeans that we
woul d go under, we just wouldn't be able to do it any
nor e.

And | suspect it's a lot the sane with the
trollers. W are not nmaking a killing to begin with,
and it is a relatively short season, we have already
faced a |l ot of cutbacks, we are sort of up against it
in terms of harvest |evels, and another drastic
reduction would just do it, it would be the end for
us.

And | guess if that was, if you could say,
well, we are the main problem you know, and so you
guys are just going to have to suck it up and take it,
because you guys are the main problem well, maybe you
will just have to do it.

If we were the ones that were responsible
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for the poor shape these salnon runs are in, | guess

that woul d be what woul d have to happen.
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But, fromeverything | have read, it just
doesn't sound like that's the case. |t sounds nore
like the dans are really the main cause of the poor
shape of the stocks at this point, and even if you
just took us away conpletely, it wouldn't really fix
that, you know, it may just prolong the tinme to
extinction.

So | guess | would just |ike to say, favor
the breaching of the dams, and | guess if that is the
mai n problem then take it on head on, and spread the
costs out over as broad a popul ation as possible in
terms of hel ping the people that are hurt by that
action.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
Set h.

John Sl ang, followed by Robert Edered,

foll owed by Anton, and your pen ran out.

MR. ANTON BOVERS: Bower s.
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MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,
Ant on.
John Sl ang, are you here? Robert Edered,
are you here? Anton Bowers, you are up
MR. ANTON BOVERS: Okay. MW nane is

Ant on Bowers. | ama fisherman, albeit not a sal non
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fisherman. But | was trained as a civil engineer, and
| hate seeing anything that was once built, destroyed.

It seens to ne that there might be other
sol utions other than actually tearing down dans. But
if that's the only solution, | would say the salnmon is
nore inportant than the dans.

However, as far as | can tell, the only
real data you have is that dans were built over the
| ower Snake in '75, or the late '70s anyway, and fish
out of the Colunbia started disappearing in the late
' 70s.

O her things started happening in the late
'70s as well, however, that you nay not be considering
or might be politically incorrect to consider. But
the Col unbia wasn't the only streamthat fish started

di sappearing from All the Northern California,
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Oregon, Washington, even up to the Frazier River now,
fish are di sappearing, salnmon. And they're not
bui | di ng dans.

Sonme peopl e blame overfishing. Sone
pollution. Ohers el nino' or la nino', or both. The
reducti on of the Cedar River is blamed by the King
County surface water nanagenent team on
overdevel opnent of therefore too rmuch runni ng down the

Ceder River, whereas the city of Seattle, which owns
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two-thirds of the Cedar watershed, uses that as their
source of water for the city of Seattle, says they are
not getting enough water in the Cedar River, and they
plan to dunp nore.

Actual 'y, nobody really knows what's
happened to the fish. And it nost probably is a
combi nation of nobst of these things | have just
ment i oned.

However, there is one thing that some have
the timdity to suggest, highly political, incorrect,
and therefore since that seens to be ny forte', | will

di scuss that one. And this is the expodentia
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increase in California sea |lions and harbor seals
which also originate in California.

This graph | have just passed around shows
that the California sea lion has increased from to
count California sea lions, since they are in the
water nore than they are out, they count the pups when
they are born, since they are born in a short period
of tinme and they are usually on the beach for a
certain period of tine, they count them and in '75
they counted 11,500 pups. And in '95 they counted
37,000. Increase of over three tinmes.

And since these counts are being done from

aerial surveys, they find that they usually get nore
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if they count themon the ground than the aeria
surveys. So it is nore like four tinmes, in 20 years,
the sane 20 years that you are tal ki ng about with your
dans.

M5. DONNA Sl LVERBERG Anton, | need
to you ask you to wrap up there.

MR. ANTON BOVERS: Al right. The
har bor seals have increased in the same di mension.

From 5,000 in '75 to 23,000 in '95.
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Okay. You asked me to wap it up. NMS,
who | get this data from the marine mammal | ab of
Nort hwest Fisheries Research Center, is hanstrung in
getting this information. The Mari ne Mammal Act of
"75 will not allowthemto take sea |lions to determne
what is in their stomach to see if they are the
probl em or how nmuch they are eating.

They don't know. They are going through a
rat her roundabout way which is not very accurate.

The sane thing is true with the --

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Ant on?

MR. ANTON BOVERS: Just one minute.
They suspect that naybe the orcas are wi ping them out,
but the Marine Manmal Act won't |et anyone to take
orcas to determne

One nore thing. Dr. Marlin Faultlin, which
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is the orca research scientist, the Northwest Science
Center, is trying to catalog all the orca. All of
them And she needs pictures from anybody, from any
source, of orcas with where approxi mately, as close as

you can get, where and when the pictures are taken.
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|'"ve got to get out of here. Her address is the
Nort hwest Fishery Science Center at NOAH, Sandpoi nt,
Seattle.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thanks a | ot
Ant on.

Al right. W've got Marty Rermund. Is
anybody el se who was out of the roomwhen | called
your nanme?

If you have already signed up, let ne know,
or if you wanted to sign up or wanted to speak, cone
up and |l et ne know.

MR, MARTY REMUND: Okay. This is a
resolution fromthe city of Port Al exander supporting
partial removal of the four Lower Snake River dans.

The history and culture of the conmmunity of
Port Al exander is commercial fishing. During the
1930s it has witten that the Port Al exander harbor is
the largest fishing fleet in Alaska.

Since the early 1900's Port Al exander and

wat ers surrounding it have been the honegrounds for
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commercial fishing. Trolling in particular

Due to the devel opment of our community
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around the troll fishery and renote setting, other
enpl oynment opportunities virtually did not exist that
could sustain our famly.

The community of Port Al exander as a whole
will be directly inpacted by any | oss of Chinook
sal ron outside the Pacific Sal non Treaty.

Any further reductions on Chi nook harvest
woul d create an intol erable hardship on our comrunity.
Li festyles and |ivelihoods could be seriously inpaired
or lost. At risk is Port Alexander's culture
identification with its past as well as the stability
and preservation of Port Al exander as a conmunity
| ooking for a secure and stable future.

Commercial salnmon touring is a part of our
Port Al exander's econony. The commercial sal non
fishery provides sustainable jobs in our conmunity and
benefits our conmunity and the state of Al aska.

There are 27 troll permts in Port
Al exander an approxi mately 34 year around househol ds.
The comrercial salnon fishery significantly
contributing to the city of Port Al exander through its
contribution of raw fish tax as well as noneys

received fromsales tax fromthe fish buying in our
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harbor in the summer.

Three new | odges al so rely on Chi nook
sal ron as part of their businesses and also contribute
to our | ocal econony through their contribution of bed
and sales tax. As well as their contribution to the
state of Al aska.

In 1999 Pacific Sal non Treaty Chi nook
managenment was determ ned by the National Marine
Fi sheries Service to neet Endangered Species Act
requi renments for fall Chinook

Since 1993 the Chinook sal non harvest in
sout heast Al aska has been further reduced,
specifically to protect the ESA with the Snake River
fall Chinook.

Governor Tony Know es, southeast Al aska
fishing community, and statew de fishing and
conservation organi zations, have called for
i mpl ementation of the 1999 Pacific salnon treaty
agreenent. And a comritnent to save passage of sal non
to and fromtheir spawning habitat on the rivers of
the Pacific Northwest, Canada and Al aska.

Therefore, be it resolved that the city of
Port Al exander in order to protect wild sal non and the
t housands of sout heast Al aska families that depend on

wild fish supports the partial renmpoval of the Ice
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Har bor, Lower Monunental, Little Goose and Lower
G anite dans on the Snake River.

That's it.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Okay. Thank

you very much, Mrty.

Was t here anybody el se |left who wanted to
testify?

Al right. Wuld you like to testify?
Okay. Cone on up. You can say your nane SO we can
get it down on the record.

MR. RALPH JOHNSON: My nanme i s Ral ph

Johnson. | have lived here in Sitka since 1960. | do
bot h subsi stence, sport fishing and comrercial and
full commercial fishing.

| believe that, | totally support the
fi shernmen from sout heast Al aska, that there are people
out there fishing, whenever there is opening, because
that is their livelihood. It is their job, of incone.

And | do hand trolling to supplenment ny
incone, where | work. And | believe that what | have
heard here, | totally support that, we are not to

blame. We are not taking anybody's fish. Because we
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have a very well controlled fishery here in southeast,
we told when to fish, when not to fish.

Any escapenent from the hatcheries, we
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fish, and follow the regulations as we are told. And
I want you to hear this fromthe people, not politics,
that we are the people here that are speaking to be
heard, and | want you to take that from us.

It comes fromus that we fish for a living,
we fish for the table. | want you to hear it from us,
that it is "conming fromus, and | want you to take
that back with you.

Thank you for letting nme speak.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you
very much, Ral ph.

| saw one | ast hand there, one last three
m nute testinony here. Another hand there. COkay.

Al right. | think you just joined us, so --

MR, BOB CRANSTON: | signed in.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG So she will
ring the bell when you have a mnute |eft.

MR. BOB CRANSTON: | am Bob Cranston.
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| am 73 years old. The first time | heard about dans
and the protection of fish with dans was when | was
about ten or el even, probably about 1936 or '37. |'ve
seen many prograns on it ever since then. Probably 25
times. And it's just proved to be a fraud, a fraud on
Mot her Nature, a fraud on the fishernen, a fraud on

the fish.
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I think we are facing now a revolution in
the production of electrical energy. The fuel cell
and other things like this, revolution in the storage
of electrical energy.

And | think that it's tinme for a ot of
dams to come down and face this revol ution.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Okay. Thanks
very rmuch.

MR. JACK PHI LLI PS: My name is Jack
Phillips. | was born and raised here. | have spent
my entire life conmercial fishing, nostly for sal non.
In 1970 or '76 | was appointed a nenber of the Pacific
Mai n Fisheries Commission. And then | was also |ater
on, | was appointed as an advisory nmenmber to the North

Pacific Fisheries.
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What | amtrying to say is that dams and
the habitat was an issue 30 years ago, as people were
saying, and | net with representatives of Wshi ngton,
Oregon, ldaho on these issues. W had very inportant
t hings. Magnhusen Act, a lot of things, run the
forei gners out of our back yard.

But all in these various neetings we had,
there was always this issue, salnon rehabilitation.
And the main thing was dam breach -- not breach the

dans at that time, but of course how do you get around
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this, how do you get around these danms. Because that
was the probl em

And it was the best scientists 30 years
ago, and it seens to be the best scientists now

Breach the dans. You have got to get that
habi tat back or your fish are |ost.

Thank you.

MS. DONNA SI LVERBERG Thank you,

Jack.

Anybody el se at this point? One nore.

Okay. Cone on down.
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MR JAMES PHI LLI PS: | amsorry. M

name is James Phillips. | live in Pelican. And | am
here representing nyself. | thank you nmenbers for
com ng up.

| can understand those fol ks down there,
because we have a damin our little city, alittle
hydroel ectric power plan. It's not very big. It was
built on a side tributary. And they built it in '44
as a tenporary dam and it's still there. |Its wooden
flumes are still, rotten, but it's really not rotting,
because it's preserved. But luckily it's not a fish
river.

But | do, myself and nmy four boys and ny

wife, we would |like you to breach the four danms. It
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obvious leads to fish habitat. The Lord knows, we al
know it, |ook how rmuch concrete they put in our fine
Fl oreses and nmillions and mllions of acres.

|'ve never seen it. | went down and went
on sone of them dans on the Colunbia River, took ny
famly there, so we could see it first hand. Because,
you know, | don't like to kick the guy over there just

because, you know, it is bothering nme up here.
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So you fol ks have your work cut out for
you, and | applaud you for being there, and you said
you cane here, you didn't draw the short straw, we do
have a wonderful state, but so do you fol ks, Oregon,

I daho. | have been through all of them Montana. And
so | could see first hand what -- because | have been
a fisherman nmy whole life, born and raised. Born here
and raised in Pelican. But comercial fished,
subsi stence, you nanme it. And I'ma sport fisherman.
Sol like it all. Let's keep it. Thank you.

MS. DONNA S| LVERBERG Thank you very
nmuch, Janes.

And with that, let ne see if anyone on the
panel wants to say anything. But | would just like to
thank you all for being just a remarkably insightfu
crowd, insightful crowd, and it has been a pleasure to

be here.
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| want to reiterate, we didn't draw the
short straws. W volunteered to cone up here and do
this. W wanted to cone to Al aska. The weat her today

was, you know, a wel conmed thing.
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So, Jim is there anything you want to say
to close out the hearing?

MR, JAMES WADDELL: | think you said a
ot of it, Donna. We really appreciate the conments
from everybody here.

| want to reiterate that this is all great
material. W have heard sonme good i deas. W have
heard some things that we need to fix, |ook at harder
in the studies, and we al so, you know, understand the
sentinment, and that's all part of the public record,
and | think as this process rolls on, that that vol une
of sentinment reflects sonebody said it earlier here,
it is a valued decision that has to be made ultimately
by society across all the 50 states of this country,
and what you say here is a part of that docunented
process, and ultinmately will be reflected in those
deci si ons.

So anyway, thanks again for your coments.

(10:45 p.m)
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County of Umatilla )

I, WIilliamJ. Bridges, do hereby certify
that at the tine and place heretofore nmentioned in the
caption of the foregoing matter, | was a Certified
Short hand Reporter for the State of Oregon; that at
said time and place | reported in stenotype al
testi mony adduced and proceedi ngs had in the foregoing
matter; that thereafter nmy notes were reduced to
typewiting and that the foregoing transcript
consi sting, of 92 typewitten pages is a true and
correct transcript of all such testinony adduced and
proceedi ngs had and of the whol e thereof.

Wt ness ny hand at Pendl eton, Oregon, on

this day of April, 2000.

WlliamJ. Bridges

Certified Shorthand Reporter
Certificate No. 91-0244

My certificate expires: 10-31-02



